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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The Listing of the Claims below replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in this 
application. 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with one or more 
data structures representing to repr e sent an information collection comprising a body of law, the 
one or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer 
access from the computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the body 
of law comprising a plurality of topics and a plurality of parts, including parts that are different 
versions of each other, the one or more data structures including t e mporal information relating to 
th e information collection, the e ncod e d information coll e ction comprising: 

a body of law comprising on e or mor e parts; and 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof, and at 
least one topic, the association comprising a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of 
law and parts of the body of law in which each part of the body of law and any different version 
thereof and the associated at least one topic are hierarchically associated; 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and of the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
stored in association with resp e ctiv e parts of th e body of law and comprising one or more dates 
indicating th e legal applicability of the respective part of the body of la w or respective different 
version thereof ; and 

the body of law comprising a plurality of topics each having associated therewith at least 
one part of the body of law and including information r e lating to the at l e ast one part of the body 
of law, at least on e of th e topics having associated therewith a plurality of parts of the body of 
law that ar e different versions of e ach oth e r and have diff e r e nt temporal information associated 
therewith. 

an association of information relating to each part and version of the body of law and the 
at least one topic with which the respective part or version is associated. 

3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with one or more data 
structures representing to r e pres e nt an information collection comprising a body of law, the one 
or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer access 
from the computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the one or more 

information coll e ction comprising: 

a body of law comprising one or more unique information units, each information unit 
including at least one part of the body of law[[;]] , including any different version of the at least 
one part, and a plurality of topical units, each comprising at least one topic within arranged in a 
scheme for organizing a plurality of interrelated topics , b e ing stored in association with; 

an association of each topical unit and the at least one information unit, each topical 
unitand including information relating to the at least one information unit associated therewith; 
and 

an association of each information unit b e ing stored in association with temporal 
information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal applicability of th e at l e ast on e 
each part of the body of law and different version thereof and included in the respective 
information uni t and at least one topical unit in which information unit the respective part and 
any different version thereof are included having associated th e r e with a plurality of information 
units that e ach includ e different versions of th e sam e part of th e body of law and hav e different 
temporal information associated th e rewith . 

5. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 2, 
wherein the information collection is structured so that the one or more data structures enable 
computer access to a part or version of the body of law can b e acc e ssed based at least on the 
temporal information associated therewith. 

6. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the information coll e ction is structured so that the one or more data structures enable 
computer access to an information uni t can be acc e ssed based at least on the temporal 
information associated therewith. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the information collection is structured so that the one or more data structures enable 
computer access to an information uni t can be accessed based at least on the temporal 
information associated therewit h, directly or through a topical unit with which that information 
unit is associated . 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the association of each information unit and temporal information comprises each 
information unit including includes the associated temporal information. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wh e rein comprising at least one link exists-between each information unit and the temporal 
information associated therewith. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein each information unit comprises a structured document including a part or version of the 
body of law and the temporal information associated therewith. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the representation of the information coll e ction one or more data structures comprises a 
relational database including records, and each information unit and the temporal information 
associated therewith are included in a respective record. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the r e pres e ntation of th e information collection one or more data structures comprises a 
plurality of files, each file storing at least one information unit and the its associat e d temporal 
information associated therewith . 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the repres e ntation of the information coll e ction one or more data structures comprises a 
plurality of files, each file storing at least one topical unit, each information unit associated 
therewith, and the respective temporal information associated with each information unit 
associated therewith. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Cancelled) 
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16. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the information collection one or more data structures comprises a hierarchical 
arrangement of topical units and associated information units. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the association of the information associat e d with a topical unit and includes the 
temporal information associated stored in association with at least one of the information units 
associated with the respective topical unit comprises the topical unit including the temporal 
information . 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the information collection is hi e rarchically organized as one or more data structures 
comprises a hierarchical organization comprising a topic tree that comprises a plurality of nodes, 
with each node representing one of the topical units, the tree having leaf nodes representing 
atomic topical units, each atomic topical unit being [[a]] an atomic topical unit that is not 
subdivided, and wherein each information unit associated with a respective topical unit is 
associated with the leaf node representing that topical unit. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the information collection the one or more data structures comprises at least one table of 
contents (TOC) associated with the atomic topical units, each TOC including a reference to each 
information unit associated with the respective atemie-topical unit. 

20. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 2 or 4, 
wherein the temporal information includes a date range. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 2, 
wherein the temporal information includes a date range, and wherein the one or more data 
structures enable computer access to information collection is structured so that a part or version 
of the body of law can b e accessed based at least on a date encompassed by the date range 
associated with that part of the body of law. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the temporal information includes a date range, and wherein the one or more data 
structures enable computer access to information collection is structured so that an information 
uni t can be accessed based at least on a date encompassed by the date range associated with that 
information unit. 

23. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 2 or 4, 
wherein the temporal information comprises a date range including a date on which the related 
part of the body of law is effective, and, if that part of the body of law has a date of termination, 
the date of termination. 

24. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 2, 
wherein the temporal information comprises at least one part of the body of law has associated 
ther e with a date on which that part or version of the body of law included was adopted. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, 
wherein the temporal information comprises at l e ast one information unit has associated 
ther e with a date on which the part or version of body of law included in the respective 
information unit was adopted. 

26. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 2 or 4, 
wherein the body of law includes at least one title of the United States Code. 

27. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 2 or 4, 
wherein the body of law includes at least one title of the United States Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

28. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 2 or 4, 
wherein the body of law includes at least one title of a codified set of laws of at least one state. 



00462752 



6 



Atty Docket No. 336001-2021 



29. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with one or more 
data structures representing to represent an information collection comprising a body of law, the 
one or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer 
access from the computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the one or 
more data structures including t e mporal information r e lating to the information collection, th e 
encoded information coll e ction comprising: 

a plurality of structured documents arranged in a hierarchy of documents comprising 
documents including a topic or topics of the body of law and documents including a part of the 



an association of each of the documents including a part of the body of law comprising a 
plurality of atomic parts, e ach atomic part being regard e d for at least on e purpose as indivisibl e , 



or more dates indicating the legal applicability of the respective atomic p art[[;]] a wherein a 
plurality of the atomic parts of the body of law comprises different versions of the same atomic 
part of the body of lawe ach having different temporal information associated therewith ; and 



different version of that part of the body of law and the temporal information associated with the 





and temporal information comprising one 



each- 




document that includes a part of the body of law including any 




structur e d document . 
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30. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with one or more 



one or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer 
access from the computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the one or 
more data structures including temporal information r e lating to th e information collection, th e 
encoded information collection comprising: 



a plurality of lower-level structured documents d e fining a body of law,; 



an association of each of a plurality of parts of the body of la w comprising a plurality of 
atomic parts, e ach atomic part being regarded for at least one purpose as indivisible, such that 
each atomic part is stored in association with and temporal information comprising one or more 
dates indicating the legal applicability of the respective atomic part, wherein a plurality of the 
parts of the body of law comprises different versions of the same part of the body of law, the 
temporal information being different for different versions of the same part of the body of 
law; and each atomic part and the temporal information associated therewith are included togeth e r 
in a separat e lower l e vel structur e d document; and 

each lower level structured document including a different part or different version of the 
same part of the body of law and including the associated temporal information; and 

at least one higher level structured documen t, each lower level structured document being 
including information relating to at least on e lower level structur e d docum e nt that is in a 
hierarchical relationship with a at least one higher level structured document[[;]] which higher 
level structured document includes information relating to the respective lower level structured 
document. 

wherein a plurality of th e atomic parts of the body of law comprises differ e nt versions of 
the sam e atomic part of the body of law, each having differ e nt t e mporal information associat e d 
therewith; and 

at least one higher level structur e d document has information relating to th e plurality of 
lower level structured documents that comprises diff e rent versions of th e sam e atomic part of the 
body of law and the respective temporal information associated therewith. 



data structures representing 




information collection comprising a body of law, the 
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31. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with one or more 
data structures representin g to r e present an information collection related to a common subject, 
the one or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer 
access from the computer readable medium of information relating to the common subject, the 
one or more data structures , including temporal information relating to the information 
coll e ction, the encoded information coll e ction comprising: 

a plurality of lower level structured documents related to a common subject,; 

an association of each of a plurality of parts of the common sub ject and which comprises 
a plurality of interrelat e d topics, and comprising a plurality of atomic parts, each atomic part 
comprising information that p e rtain s to the common subj e ct matt e r and being regarded for at 
least one purpos e as indivisibl e , that are stored in association with temporal information 
comprising at least one date indicating a state or status with respect to time of the respective 
atomic part of the common subject, wherein a plurality of the parts of the common subject 
comprises different versions of the same part of the common subject, the temporal information 
being different for different versions of the same part of the common subject; each atomic part of 
the common subject and th e temporal information associated therewith b e ing included in a 
separate lower level structured document; and 

each lower level structured document including a different part or different version of the 
same part of the common subject and including the associated temporal information; and 

at least one higher level structured documen t, each lower level structured document being 
including information relating to at l e ast one lower l e vel structured document that is in a 
hierarchical relationship with-a at least one higher level structured document[[;]] which higher 
level structured document includes information relating to the respective lower level structured 
document. 

wherein a plurality of atomic parts compris e s diff e rent versions of th e sam e atomic part 
that hav e different temporal information associat e d r e spectively therewith; and 
at least one higher l e vel structured document has information relating to a plurality of lower level 
structured documents that each includes a different version of the same atomic part and th e 
temporal information associated therewith. 
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32. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium according to claim 30 or 3 1 , 
wherein at least one higher level structured document includes a table of contents (TOC) 
including a reference to each lower level structured document associated therewith. 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 32, 
wherein the information coll e ction comprises at least one higher level structured document 
includes including a TOC having a reference to at least one other higher level structured 
document hierarchically related to the at least one higher level structured document in an 
ancestral/descendant relationship. 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 32, 
wherein the information coll e ction compris e s at least one higher level structured document 
includes including a TOC having a reference to at least one other higher level structured 
document and to each lower level structured document referenced by the at least one other higher 
level structured document, the at least one higher level structured document being hierarchically 
related in an ancestral/descendant relationship with the at least one other higher level structured 
document, and each of the lower level structured documents. 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 30 or 3 1, 
wherein the information collection compris e s at least one structured document indicates 
indicating differences between different versions of the same atomic part. 
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36. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with one or more 
data structures representing to represent an information collection comprising a body of law, the 
one or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer 
access from the computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the one or 
more data structures , th e e ncoded information collection comprising: 

a body of law comprising a plurality of unique atomic parts, e ach atomic part being 
regarded for at least one purpos e as indivisible and stored in association with a date rang e 
indicating th e l e gal applicability of that atomic part; and 

a hierarchical arrangement of headings in at least one [[a]] table of contents (TOC) and 
parts of the body of law, having a plurality of headings each heading identifying of which 
identifies one or more atomic parts of the body of law; 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part of the body of law and the respective part of the body of law; 

an association of a plurality of parts of the body of law that are different versions of each 
other and have different temporal information associated therewith and at least one heading of a 
TOC; and 

an association of the temporal information relating to each part and version of the body of 
law and each heading with which the respective part or version is associated . 

that ar e associated ther e with, at l e ast on e h e ading b e ing associated with a plurality of 
atomic parts that are different v e rsions of e ach oth e r and have different date rang e s associated 
therewith, and each atomic part of the body of law being associated with at least on e heading. 

37. (Cancelled). 

38. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 36, 
wherein the information collection provides one or more data structures enable computer access 
to a an atomic part of the body of law in response to a request by a computer including at least a 
date of the one or more dates encompass e d by the dat e range associated with that part. 
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39. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 36, 
wherein the one or more data structures include each atomic part of the body of law and date 
range associated therewith are included in a structured document for and including each different 
part of the body of law . 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to claim 39, 
wherein each TOC is included in a structured document having a reference to each other 
structured document including a having an atomic part of the body of law referenced in a heading 
of that TOC. 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Cancelled) 
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46. (Currently Amended) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 

a computer system including a computer display device, a computer input device and a 
computer-readable medium, the computer system being coupled to access data stored on the 
computer-readable medium; 

the medium being encoded with one or more data structures representing an information 
collection comprising a body of law, the one or more data structures organizing the information 
collection and facilitating access by the computer system of information from the medium 
relating to the body of law, the one or more data structures comprising: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof and at 
least one topic comprising a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of 
the body of law in which each part of the body of law and any different version thereof and the 
associated at least one topic are hierarchically associated: and 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereof; 

th e medium storing uniquely identifiable parts of a body of law in association with 
temporal information, comprising on e or mor e dat e s indicating th e legal applicability of the 
respective part, a plurality of th e parts boing different versions of each other and having different 
temporal information associat e d therewith; 

the computer system being programmed to access the medium and cause to be displayed 
display on the computer display device, in response to input from the computer input device, the 
identity of at least two parts of the body of law that are different versions of each other together 
with temporal information associated therewith, and in response to input from the computer input 
device selecting a to display that part whos e displayed identity is s e l e cted with th e comput e r 
input devic e to access the medium and cause that part whose identity was selected to be displayed 
on the display device . 
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47. (Currently Amended) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 

a computer system including a computer display device, a computer input device and a 
computer-readable medium, the computer system being coupled to access data stored on the 
computer-readable medium; 

the medium being encoded with one or more data structures representing an information 
collection comprising a body of law, the one or more data structures organizing the information 
collection and facilitating access by the computer system of information from the medium 
relating to the body of law, the one or more data structures comprising: 

a hierarchical arrangement of headings in at least one table of contents (TOO and parts of 
the body of law, each heading identifying one or more parts of the body of law: 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part of the body of law and the respective part of the body of law: 
and 

an association of a plurality of parts of the body of law that are different versions of each 
other and have different temporal information associated therewith and at least one heading of a 
TOC: 

the medium storing uniqu e ly identifiable parts of a body of law and a table of contents 
(TOC) having headings which describ e parts of th e body of law, wh e rein each part is associat e d 
with t e mporal information indicating th e l e gal applicability of the resp e ctive part, a plurality of 
parts being different versions of e ach other and having diff e rent temporal information associated 

the computer system being programmed to access the medium and cause to be displayed 
on the computer display device, in response to input from the computer input device ,display on 
th e computer display d e vic e headings at least one heading, at least one part associated with the at 
least one heading and temporal information^;]] and the computer system being programmed to 
cause to be displayedd isgtey on the computer display device a displayed part selected with the 
computer input device that has temporal information associated therewith that encompasses the 
displayed temporal information. 
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48. (Currently Amended) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 
a computer system including a computer display device; and 

the computer readable medium of claim 2, 30 or 31; 

the computer system being programmed to display on the display device a part of the 
body of law having temporal information that encompasses a date forming at least part of a 
request input to the computer system. 

49. (Currently Amended) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 
a computer system including a computer display device; and 

the computer readable medium of claim 4;-aad 

the computer system being programmed to control visibility on the display device of the 
units of the body of law based on whether temporal information associated with a respective unit 
encompasses a date forming at least part of a request input to the computer system. 

50. (Currently Amended) A method of accessing an information collection stored on 
a computer readable medium using a computer coupled to access the information collection,-the 
information collection comprising parts of a body of law that ar e stored in association with 
temporal information comprising one or more dat e s indicating the legal applicability of th e 
respective part of th e body of law, a plurality of parts of the body of law that being diff e rent 
versions of e ach oth e r and having different t e mporal information associat e d ther e with, the 
method comprising; the medium being encoded with one or more data structures representing an 
information collection comprising a body of law, the one or more data structures organizing the 
information collection and facilitating access by the computer system of information from the 
medium relating to the body of law, the one or more data structures comprising: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof, and at 
least one topic comprising a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of 
the body of law in which each part of the body of law and any different version thereof and the 
associated at least one topic are hierarchically associated; and 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereof; 
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the method comprising: 

displaying on a computer display device coupled to the computer dates in association 
with information identifying at least two parts that are different versions of each other; and 

displaying on the computer display device that part of the body of law that is selected 
with a computer input device coupled to the computer. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of accessing an information collection stored on 
a computer readable medium using a computer coupled to access the information collection,4he 
information collection comprising parts of a body of law that ar e stor e d in association with 
temporal information comprising on e or more dat e s indicating the l e gal applicability of the 
respective part of the body of law, a plurality of parts of the body of law being different versions 
of e ach other and having different temporal information associated therewith, th e method 
comprising; the medium being encoded with one or more data structures representing an 
information collection comprising a body of law, the one or more data structures organizing the 
information collection and facilitating access by the computer system of information from the 
medium relating to the body of law, the one or more data structures comprising: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof and at 
least one topic comprising a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of 
the body of law in which each part of the body of law and any different version thereof and the 
associated at least one topic are hierarchically associated; and 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereof; 

the method comprising: 

inputting to the computer using a computer input device the identity of a part of the body 
of law and a date; and 

in response thereto, the computer causing the computer display device to display that part 
whose identity was input to the computer and which has temporal information encompassing the 
inputted date. 
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52. (Original) A method according to claim 50 or 5 1 , wherein the information 
collection includes a table of contents (TOC) having headings with which one or more parts of 
the body of law are associated, each heading being associated with temporal information 
indicating the applicability of parts associated with the respective heading, the method 
comprising: 

displaying on the computer display device a heading and the temporal information 
associated therewith; 

inputting to the computer using a computer input device a selection of displayed temporal 
information associated with a heading; and 

in response thereto, displaying on the computer display device the part of the body of law 
in the displayed heading associated with the temporal information that is selected using the 
computer input device. 

53 . (Currently Amended) A method of providing the one or more data structures 
information collection of claim 3-er- 4 comprising: 

associating each information unit with applicable temporal information; 

organizing the information units into topical units at least one of which includes the 
plurality of information units having different versions of the same part of the body of law; and 

configuring the one or more data structures information collection to provide access by a 
computer , in response to at least one request input to the computer identifying a topical unit and a 
date, to an information unit of the identified topical unit having temporal information associated 
therewith that encompasses the date. 

54. (Currently Amended) A method of providing the one or more data structures 
information collection of claim 30, comprising: 

associating each part of the body of law with applicable temporal information; 

including each part of the body of law and its associated temporal information into a 
lower level structured document; 

associating applicable lower level structured documents with a higher level structured 
document; 
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including in each higher level document information relating to each lower level 
document associated therewith; and 

configuring the one or more data structures information collection to provide access by a 
computer , in response to at least one request input to the computer identifying a part of the body 
of law and a date, to a structured document including the identified part and temporal 
information associated therewith that encompasses the date. 

55. (Cancelled) 

56. (New) A method for encoding a computer readable medium with one or more 
data structures representing an information collection comprising a body of law, the one or more 
data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer access from the 
computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the body of law 
comprising a plurality of topics and a plurality of parts, including parts that are different versions 
of each other, the method comprising creating in the one or more data structures: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof, and at 
least one topic in a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of the body of 
law in which each part of the body of law and any different version thereof and the associated at 
least one topic are hierarchically associated; 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereof; and 

an association of information relating to each part or version of the body of law and the at 
least one topic with which the respective part or version is associated; 

the method comprising storing the one or more data structures in the computer readable 
medium. 
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57. (New) A method for encoding a computer readable medium with one or more 
data structures representing an information collection comprising a body of law, the one or more 
data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer access from the 
computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the method comprising 
creating in the one or more data structures: 

one or more unique information units, each including at least one part of the body of law 
including any different version of the at least one part, and a plurality of topical units, each 
comprising at least one topic; 

an association of each topical unit and the at least one information unit, each topical unit 
including information relating to the at least one information unit associated therewith; and 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of each part of the body of law and different version thereof and the respective 
information unit in which the respective part and any different version thereof are included; 

the method comprising storing the one or more data structures in the computer readable 
medium. 

58. (New) A computer readable medium according to claim 2, wherein the 
information relating to each part of the body of law associated with at least one topic comprises 
the temporal information. 

59. (New) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, wherein the 
information relating to each information unit associated with at least one topical unit comprises 
the temporal information. 

60. (New) A computer readable medium according to claim 2, wherein the 
association of the information relating to each part of the body of law and at least one topic 
comprises the at least one topic including such information. 

61 . (New) A computer readable medium according to claim 4, wherein the 
association of the information relating to each information unit and at least one topical unit 
comprises the at least one topical unit including such information. 
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